
5

SUBCHAPTER A—GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS

PART 501—THE FEDERAL MARITIME 
COMMISSION—GENERAL

Subpart A—Organization and Functions

Sec.
501.1 Purpose. 
501.2 General. 
501.3 Organizational components of the Fed-

eral Maritime Commission. 
501.4 Lines of responsibility. 
501.5 Functions of the organizational com-

ponents of the Federal Maritime Com-
mission.

Subpart B—Official Seal

501.11 Official seal.

Subpart C—Delegation and Redelegation 
of Authorities

501.21 Delegation of authorities. 
501.22 [Reserved] 
501.23 Delegation to the General Counsel. 
501.24 Delegation to the Secretary. 
501.25 Delegation to and redelegation by the 

Executive Director. 
501.26 Delegation to the Director, Bureau of 

Trade Analysis. 
501.27 Delegation to the Director, Bureau of 

Consumer Complaints and Licensing. 
501.28 Delegation to the Director, Bureau of 

Enforcement.

Subpart D—Public Requests for Information

501.41 Public requests for information and 
decisions.

APPENDIX A TO PART 501—FEDERAL MARITIME 
COMMISSION ORGANIZATION CHART

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 551–557, 701–706, 2903 
and 6304; 31 U.S.C. 3721; 41 U.S.C. 414 and 418; 
44 U.S.C. 501–520 and 3501–3520; 46 U.S.C. app. 
876, 1111, and 1701–1720; Reorganization Plan 
No. 7 of 1961, 26 FR 7315, August 12, 1961; Pub. 
L. 89–56, 79 Stat. 195; 5 CFR part 2638; Pub. L. 
89–777, 80 Stat. 1356; Pub. L. 104—320, 110 Stat. 
3870.

SOURCE: 65 FR 81749, Dec. 27, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Organization and 
Functions

§ 501.1 Purpose. 
This part describes the organization, 

functions and Official Seal of, and the 
delegation of authority within, the 

Federal Maritime Commission (‘‘Com-
mission’’).

§ 501.2 General. 

(a) Statutory functions. The Commis-
sion regulates common carriers by 
water and other persons involved in the 
foreign commerce of the United States 
under provisions of the Shipping Act of 
1984, as amended by the Ocean Shipping 
Reform Act of 1998 (46 U.S.C. app. 1701–
1720); section 19 of the Merchant Ma-
rine Act, 1920 (46 U.S.C. app. 876); the 
Foreign Shipping Practices Act of 1988 
(46 U.S.C. app. 1710a); sections 2 and 3, 
Pub. L. 89–777, Financial Responsibility 
for Death or Injury to Passengers and 
for Non-Performance of Voyages (46 
U.S.C. app. 817d and 817e); and other ap-
plicable statutes. 

(b) Establishment and composition of 
the Commission. The Commission was 
established as an independent agency 
by Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1961, 
effective August 12, 1961, and is com-
posed of five Commissioners (‘‘Com-
missioners’’ or ‘‘members’’), appointed 
by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate. Not 
more than three Commissioners may 
be appointed from the same political 
party. The President designates one of 
the Commissioners to be the Chairman 
of the Commission (‘‘Chairman’’). 

(c) Terms and vacancies. The term of 
each member of the Commission is 5 
years and begins when the term of the 
predecessor of that member ends (i.e., 
on June 30 of each successive year), ex-
cept that, when the term of office of a 
member ends, the member may con-
tinue to serve until a successor is ap-
pointed and qualified. A vacancy in the 
office of any Commissioner shall be 
filled in the same manner as the origi-
nal appointment, except that any per-
son chosen to fill a vacancy shall be ap-
pointed only for the unexpired term of 
the Commissioner whom he or she suc-
ceeds. Each Commissioner shall be re-
movable by the President for ineffi-
ciency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance 
in office.
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